Appln. No.: 10/791,050 
Amendment Dated January 18, 2007 
Reply to Office Action of October 20, 2006 



BBM-154US (formerly 3186.00003) 



Amendments to the Claims: This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, 
of claims in the application 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A spinal bone implant, comprising: a bone implant body including a 
superior end face; an inferior end face; an outer sidewall extending between said superior end 
face and said inferior end face, said outer sidewall including at least two flat sidewall portions; a 
first insertion pin hole on a first flat sidewall portion; and a second insertion pin hole on a 
second flat sidewall portion at an angle of about 30 degrees to said first insertion pin hole x 
wherein a first inside pin surface of said first insertion pin hole and a second inside pin surface 
of said second insertion pin are smooth, non-threaded surfaces . 

2. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 1, wherein said first insertion pin hole and said second 
insertion pin hole each include a counter bore cut. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 1, further including tiered concentric cuts on said superior 
end face and said inferior end face. 

5. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 4, wherein said concentric cuts are rectangular shaped. 

6. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 4, wherein said concentric cuts are tiered upwards relative 
to a central axis from said outer sidewall and tiered downwards relative to said central axis 
towards a center of said bone implant body. 

7. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 4, wherein said concentric cuts are repeatedly tiered 
upwards relative to said central axis from said outer sidewall and tiered downwards relative to 
said central axis towards a center of said bone implant body. 

8. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 1, 4, 5, 6, or 7, further including cuts extending radially 
from said outer sidewall to said center of said bone implant body across said superior end face 
and said inferior end face. 
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9. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 1, further including an inner sidewall extending between 
said superior end face and said inferior end face, defining a hollow core. 

10. (Original) The implant of claim 1, wherein said bone implant body is made of bone. 

11. (Currently Amended) The implant of claim 10, wherein said outer sidewall maintains a 
natural shape of bone between opposed edges of the first and second flat sidewall portions . 

12. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 1, wherein said superior end face and said inferior end 
face are tapered from a first height of said outer sidewall to a second height of said outer 
sidewall. 

13. (Currently Amended) A spinal implant, comprising: a bone implant body including a 
superior end face; an inferior end face; an outer sidewall extending between said superior end 
face and said inferior end face, said outer sidewall including at least two flat sidewall portions; 
and concentric cuts on said superior end face and said inferior end face , said outer sidewall 
maintaining a natural shape of bone between opposed edges of the first and second flat sidewall 
portions . 

14. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 13, wherein said concentric cuts are tiered. 

15. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 14, wherein said concentric cuts are rectangular shaped. 

16. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 14, wherein said concentric cuts are tiered upwards 
relative to a central axis from said outer sidewall and tiered downwards relative to said central 
axis towards a center of said bone implant body. 

17. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 14, wherein said concentric cuts are repeatedly tiered 
upwards relative to said central axis from said outer sidewall and tiered downwards relative to 
said central axis towards a center of said bone implant body. 

18. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 13, further including an inner sidewall extending between 
said superior end face and said inferior end face, defining a hollow core. 
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19. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 13, further including a first insertion pin hole on a first 
flat sidewall portion and a second insertion pin hole on a second flat sidewall portion. 

20. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 19, wherein said insertion pin holes include a counter 
bore cut. 

21. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 19, wherein a first inside pin surface of said first insertion 
pin hole and a second inside pin surface of said second insertion pin are smooth , non-threaded 
surfaces . 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 13, wherein said superior end face and said inferior end 
face are tapered from a first height of said outer sidewall to a second height of said outer 
sidewall. 

24. (Withdrawn) A spinal implant, comprising: a bone implant body including a superior end 
face; an inferior end face; an outer sidewall extending between said superior end face and said 
inferior end face, said outer sidewall including at least two flat sidewall portions; and cuts 
extending radially from said outer sidewall to a center of said bone implant body across said 
superior end face and said inferior end face. 

25. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 24, further including tiered concentric cuts on said 
superior end face and said inferior end face. 

26. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 25, wherein said concentric cuts are rectangular shaped. 

27. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 25, wherein said concentric cuts are tiered upwards 
relative to a central axis from said outer sidewall and tiered downwards relative to said central 
axis towards a center of said bone implant body. 

28. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 24, wherein said concentric cuts are repeatedly tiered 
upwards relative to said central axis from said outer sidewall and tiered downwards relative to 
said central axis towards a center of said bone implant body. 
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29. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 24, further including an inner sidewall extending between 
said superior end face and said inferior end face, defining a hollow core. 

30. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 24, further including a first insertion pin hole on a first 
flat sidewall portion and a second insertion pin hole on a second flat sidewall portion. 

31. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 30, wherein said first insertion pin hole and said second 
insertion pin hole each include a counter bore cut. 

32. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 30, wherein a first inside pin surface of said first insertion 
pin hole and a second inside pin surface of said second insertion pin are smooth. 

33. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 24, wherein said outer sidewall maintains a natural shape 
of bone. 

34. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 24, wherein said superior end face and said inferior end 
face are tapered from a first height of said outer sidewall to a second height of said outer 
sidewall. 

35. (Withdrawn) A spinal implant, comprising: a bone implant body including a superior end 
face; an inferior end face; an outer sidewall extending between said superior end face and said 
inferior end face, said outer sidewall including at least two flat sidewall portions; and at least 
one pin hole on said flat sidewall portions including stress relief means for relieving stress 
applied by a pin disposed in said pin hole. 

36. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 35, wherein said stress relief means includes a counter 
bore cut defining a distal end portion of said pin hole relative to a center of said implant. 

37. (Withdrawn) A method of forming a spinal implant, comprising the step of: cutting 
concentric cuts into a superior end face and an inferior end face of an implant. 



38. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 37, wherein said cutting step includes cutting tiered 
concentric cuts. 
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39. (Withdrawn) A method of forming a spinal implant, comprising the step of: cutting radial 
cuts into a superior end face and an inferior end face of an implant. 

40. (Withdrawn) A method of forming a spinal implant, comprising the steps of: (a) cutting 
concentric cuts into a superior end face and an inferior end face of an implant; and (b) cutting 
radial cuts into said superior end face and said inferior end face of an implant. 

41. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 40, wherein said first cutting step includes cutting tiered 
concentric cuts. 
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